
UU Funding Program 
Fund for Unitarian Universalism 

Grants Made Spring 2024 
 
Cedar Lane UU Church       $7,000  
Caring for the Caregiver Summit 
Bethesda, MD 
 
The inaugural Caring for the Caregiver Summit will convene in November 2024 during  
National Family Caregivers Month. The target audience is UU congregational pastoral care 
teams in the Metro DC area, family caregivers, and other interested individuals. The focus is  
to shed light on the impact of caregiving on families and to explore how UU communities can 
offer vital support to our caregiving congregants. The number of informal caregivers is 
increasing as the pool of professional caregivers is declining. According to the AARP Public 
Policy Institute, "In 2021, about 38 million family caregivers in the United States provided an 
estimated 36 billion hours of care to an adult with limitations in daily activities." As people of 
faith, it is crucial to address these challenges facing more and more members of our 
congregations.  
 
Liberal Religious Educators Association      
Upgraded LREDA Member Resources Portal    $8,000 TA   
Franklin, MA 
 
RE programs are in a time of transformation as the needs of families and congregations are 
changing. There has been a high level of turnover in RE staff in our UU congregations -nearly 
half of our 500 members are new in the last two years. The goal is to create one location for all 
LREDA members to find resources, support, and contact each other. The members-only Wix site 
will upgrade the existing LREDA Resources Portal with improved search capabilities, a 
discussion forum, and a more user-friendly member directory. This will enhance the connections 
between members, improve the sharing of resources and information, and support UU Religious 
Education programs at a time when many congregations are struggling to fund RE programs, 
cutting RE staff hours and professional expenses.  
 
Sanctuary Boston        $10,780 / $2,500         
Recording Contemporary UU Music     $5,020 TA     
Cambridge, MA 
 
Sanctuary Boston was formed 11 years ago as new kind of Unitarian Universalist worship 
service centered in music. This year they want to record an album of original music as a  
resource and inspiration to our wider movement, as well as a source of Spiritual practice and 
outreach. The album of 10 original songs from is a chance to not only share some of our music 
with UUism but share the message of Sanctuary Boston and Unitarian Universalism in ways that 
reach beyond worship services. They often hear from members that the music in worship is 
something they take with them into the week - that they listen to recordings and playlists when 
they need some extra courage to face the day. “We want to create high quality music so good, in a 
format so shareable, that people all over the country find it and start googling “What is UUism?” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Sister Souurce, Inc.         $20,000             
Embracing Capacity Building as an Organizational Practice 
Frederiksted, VI 
 
Sister Souurce is the sole resource for & about Black UU women and girls. To move their 
primarily volunteer efforts (board & staff) to the next level requires capacity building to ensure 
sustainability.  Their focus is governance, strategic planning, financial management, & 
recruitment and training to strengthen organizational structure, efficiency to fulfill its mission. 
 
UU Church of Akron       $12,500             
Sojourner Truth Legacy Plaza Project 
Fairlawn, OH 
 
Sojourner Truth delivered a historic speech at the steps of Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Akron’s ancestral Universalist church in downtown Akron. By supporting and sustaining the 
Sojourner Truth Legacy Plaza Project, UUCA will both honor Truth's legacy and help to 
enlighten the community, upholding UU’s commitment to justice, equality, and education. 
 
UU Church of Canton      $8,000             
World Spiritual Practices Project     
Canton, NY 
 
World Spiritual Practices Project is an initiative to expand world spiritual practices in northern 
New York in alignment with UU living traditions, specifically: wisdom from the world's 
religions inspiring ethical and spiritual life and spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions 
celebrating the sacred circle of life and instructing harmony with the rhythms of nature. The 
Project will include workshops, worship, speakers, activities, and education for our congregants, 
the general public, and potential future UUs. 
 
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Philippines    $4,300           
Enhancing the Worship Experience Through Music and Songs  $7,700 TA 
Negros Oriental, Philippines 
 
To improve the quality of worship experience and other church services through good and 
spiritually enriching music. Each congregation will be provided guitar and speaker and other 
musical instruments.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UU Fellowship of San Miguel de Allende     $15,000 / $5,000            
Making UUFSMA Accessible and Meaningful to our Mexican Community  
San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 
 
Founded in 1987, the UUFSMA is an Honor Congregation of over 200 members including many 
members of the LGBTQ community and now the largest in Mexico, having grown rapidly under 
the dynamic leadership of part-time minister. Sunday services are conducted in person and on 
Zoom, they have a growing bilingual children’s RE program, an active Care Team, a robust 
music program and many weekly social activities. Their longstanding commitment to support 
local NGOs has inspired the recent establishment of the UUFSMA Social Justice Foundation, 
opening new doors to funding and partnerships for social action. UUFSMA aspires to become 
more accessible and relevant to our Mexican community, becoming a bilingual, bicultural 
congregation that is accessible and meaningful to the multidimensional diverse community.  
 
UU Spiritual Direction Network     $4,000 / $250  
UUSDN Website Proposal     
Orlando, FL 
 
Unitarian Universalist Spiritual Direction Network is an all-volunteer organization that supports 
spiritual exploration. They are creating a new website that will allow seekers to find a spiritual 
companion by sorting by name, areas of focus and expertise, and geographical area. They also 
aspire for the website to have the capacity to advertise events by members that will lead to 
spiritual deepening. 
 
UUs for Justice in the Middle East      $14,600 / $2,000 TA          
Empowering UUs to Engage on Palestine and Israel 
Cambridge, MA 
 
UUJME, a Related Social Justice Organization of the UUA, will hire an organizer to support and 
expand a multi-racial, multi-generational base of UUs for justice in Palestine/Israel across varied 
local and national contexts, producing webinars, teaching organizing, developing a volunteer 
base, and mobilizing and supporting UU groups in faith-based action, in accountable 
relationships with those most impacted. 
 
 
Total Grants         $103,930 
Total Challenge Grants                   $20.250 
Total TA Grants         $22,720 
 


